SARS  Rumors  Unfounded 

According  to  the  Boston  Public  Health  Commission,  as  of  April 
2,  no  confirmed  case  of  SARS  has  been  reported  in  Chinatown. 
No  Boston  residents  are  known  to  have  gotten  SARS  in  Boston 
since  that  date,  either.  Rumors  about  SARS  cases  in  Chinatown 
were  unfounded  after  investigations,  said  the  BPHC,  on  April  2. 

See  SARS  Fact  Sheet  on  Page  3 


Korean  films  to  play  at 
the  MFA.  Read  review 
and  see  a  listing  of  the 
films'  dates  and  times. 

See  Page  8 
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By  Adam  Smith 

What  will  Chinatown  streets  look  like 
after  the  Big  Dig?  The  answer  to  this 
question  was  partly  answered  at  a  March 
24  meeting  discussing  a  Chinatown-area 


park  that  will  be  created  when  the  Big 
Dig  is  done.  At  the  meeting,  Vineet 
Gupta,  the  director  of  planning  at  the 
Boston  Transportation  Department, 
explained  how  Chinatown  —  North  of 
Kneeland  Street  and  South  of  Essex 
(CONTINUED  PAGE  3) 


1-93  north  bound/  Photo  by  Anita  Chang 


Chinatown 
Wang  YMCA 
Might  Move, 
Might  Not 


By  Noriko  Kitano 


It  had  been  rumored  for  a  long  while: 
The  Wang  YMCA  could  be  tom  down  to 
make  way  for  the  Silver  Line's  expansion. 
But  nobody  took  it  seriously  until  late  last 
year  when  the  staff  at  the  YMCA  found  an 
announcement  from  the  MBTA.  The  Wang 
YMCA's  $6  million,  three-year-old  facility 
could  be  demolished,  the  announcement 
said. 

The  news  spread. 

People  started  discussing  the  YMCA's 
possible  demolition  at  meetings,  and  the 
members  of  the  Wang  YMCA  began 
inquiring  after  the  Boston  Globe  had 


(CONTINUED  PAGE  7 ) 


More  Than  Music;  A  Mission 


By  Adam  Smith 


For  most  rising  music  groups,  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  sing  at  a  Celtics  game  would  be 
accepted  without  a  second  thought.  After 
all,  it  would  be  a 
chance  to  prove  the 
group's  musical  abil¬ 
ities  to  thousands 
and  thousands  of 
people,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  gaining  atten¬ 
tion  from  major 
newspapers  and 
television  stations 
covering  the  game. 

But  when  the  a 
cappella  group 
Variasians  got  notice 
that  they  could  per¬ 
form  at  the  Celtics  game  on  February  24, 
they  had  many  second  thoughts. 

"We  had  endless,  endless  hours  of  dis¬ 
cussion,"  said  Sophia  Moon,  a  soprano 
singer  in  the  group. 

Because  Houston  Rockets'  player  Yao 

(CONTINUED  PAGE  6)  Left  to  Right:  Sophia  Moon,  Khiet  Luong,  Binh  Nguyen 
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EDITORIAL 


Call  for  Chinatown  Task  Force  Brings  Many  Questions;  Gaiety  Theatre  Deserves  Attention 


Task  Force  for  What? 

What  is  the  BRA  thinking? 

Why  does  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  -- 
now  in  2003  —  want  to  start  a  task  force  to  help  imple¬ 
ment  the  Chinatown  Master  Plan  2000? 

Right  now,  the  BRA  is  looking  for  nominees  for  this 
task  force.  The  deadline  for  nominations  is  April  7.  The 
task  force  was  announced  only  late  last  month. 

The  BRA  knows  that  many  Chinatown  groups 
already  have  a  mission  to  look  out  for  Chinatown. 

The  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council,  the 
Chinatown  Safety  Committee,  the  Chinatown  Resident 
Association,  The  Chinatown  Coalition...  each  of  these 
groups  meets  monthly  and  tackles  neighborhood  prob¬ 
lems.  Why  doesn't  the  BRA  work  with  them  to  imple¬ 
ment  the  Chinatown  Master  Plan? 

The  BRA  must  already  know  that  the  most  involved 
Chinatown  residents  and  activists  already  exhaust 
themselves  by  spending  many  of  their  weeknights  at 
neighborhood  meetings.  Last  week  alone  there  was  a 
meeting  for  Parcel  23d,  Parcel  24  and  the  Residents  at 
Kensington  Place  building.  Each  meeting  was  about 
two  hours  long  and  after  5  p.m.  Who's  going  to  spend 
weeknight  hours  at  these  monthly  task  force  meetings? 


But  that's  not  the  big  question.  Why  is  the  BRA, 
now,  more  than  three  years  late,  trying  to  create  a  task 
force  to  help  implement  the  Chinatown  Master  Plan? 
Where  was  the  BRA  during  the  Liberty  Place  review 
process,  when  Chinatown  activists  and  residents 
waived  signs  saying  that  the  high-rise  building  "disre¬ 
spects  the  Chinatown  Master  Plan"?  Of  course,  the 
BRA  was  there,  defending  the  developer's  need  to  vio¬ 
late  the  Master  Plan's  call  for  low-rise  buildings. 

Where  is  the  BRA  now,  when  people  are  question¬ 
ing  how  well  the  30-story  Residents  at  Kensington 
Place  building  would  fit  into  the  neighborhood?  So  far, 
same  answer. 

When  Sampan  asked  community  members  their 
opinions  of  the  task  force,  one  person  said  she  wonders 
if  it's  a  plan  to  divide  the  community  in  order  to  more 
easily  push  unwanted  developments  into  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  while  another  community  member  said  he  thinks 
the  task  force  might  help  get  things  done.  One  asked 
how  this  task  force  could  possibly  be  effective  in  stand¬ 
ing  up  to  the  BRA  or  Mayor.  Some  must  wonder  if  this 
is  just  an  attempt  for  the  BRA  and  the  Mayor,  who  will 
appoint  the  task  force  members,  to  look  good. 

Whatever  the  intent,  before  anyone  signs  onto  this 


task  force,  they  should  demand  straightforward  and 
specific  answers  from  the  BRA  as  to  why  it  wants  to 
start  a  task  force,  why  is  it  only  doing  so  in  this  neigh¬ 
borhood,  how  this  task  force  would  be  effective  and 
why  the  task  force  is  so  hastily  being  put  together. 

Gaiety  Theatre  Deserves  Attention 

On  April  8, 5:30  p.m.,  at  Boston  City  Hall,  the  Boston 
Landmarks  Commission  will  hear  evidence  as  to 
whether  the  Gaiety  Theatre  should  become  a  landmark. 
Chinatown  residents  and  activists  would  be  wise  to 
attend.  The  theater,  which  sits  on  Washington  Street 
next  to  the  China  Trade  Center  building  was  built  in 
1908  by  Clarence  Blackall,  who  built  the  Wang  Theatre. 
According  to  the  Gaiety  Theatre  Friends,  who  are  try¬ 
ing  to  save  the  theater,  the  Gaiety  provided  a  place  for 
African  American  performers  in  the  1920s  and  it  pro¬ 
vided  a  place  for  the  working-class  to  be  entertained. 
The  vaudeville  and  burlesque  theater,  if  it  doesn't 
receive  a  landmark  designation,  will  be  demolished  to 
make  way  for  the  30-story  Kensington  Place  building. 
Chinatown  residents  should  hear  both  sides  of  the 
story  at  the  April  8  hearing. 

--  Adam  Smith 


BIG  DIG  TRAFFIC 

FROM  PAGE  1 

Street  —  will  be  more  pedestrian  friendly 
and  a  little  easier  to  navigate,  as  the  Big 
Dig  winds  down. 

Making  the  area  more  pedestrian 
friendly,  most  of  the  streets  in  that  area 

"The  primary  objective 
was  to  make  the  streets 
pedestrian  friendly,"  said 
Vineet  Gupta, 
director  of  planning  at  the 
Boston  Transportation 
Department 


will  have  what's  called  "neck-downs"  at  the 
crosswalks,  shortening  the  distance  it  takes 
to  cross  the  streets.  Making  the  streets  eas¬ 
ier  to  manage,  the  Surface  Artery  will  go 
under  ground. 

But  to  stave  off  a  potentially  messy 
transition  period,  drivers  should  know 
about  some  major  road  changes.  They  will 
include  the  following: 

□  The  permanent  closing  of  the  Beach 
Street  Off  Ramp,  which  will  likely  be 
closed  by  this  story's  publication 

□  To  get  to  Chinatown  from  the  North 
taking  1-93  South  Bound,  drivers  will  need 
to  take  the  Purchase  Street  Exit,  the  exit 
normally  used  to  get  to  South  Station.  The 
next  exit  would  be  Albany  Street. 


Bound  coming  from  the  south,  get  off  at 
Exit  18  or  Exit  20  to  Frontage  Road  north 
bound  and  exit  at  Kneeland  Street,  then  go 
left  to  Chinatown. 

□  If  coming  from  Mass  Turnpike  from  the 
west,  get  off  at  exit  directing  motorists  to 
South  Station. 

□  Surface  Artery  will  be  replaced  by 
Surface  Street 

□  Surface  and  South  streets  will  only  run 
South 

□  Lincoln  and  Atlantic  Streets  will  only 
run  North 

□  A  parking  lane  will  be  created  along 
Surface  Street,  from  Essex  to  Beach  Street 


and  from  Beach  Street  to  Kneeland  Street 

Gupta  suggested  residents  and  others 
going  to  Chinatown  should  use  public 
transportation,  especially  because  South 
Station  is  within  walking  distance  to 
Chinatown.  It  has  been  estimated  that  only 
about  25-30%  of  Chinatown's  residents 
own  cars. 

The  meeting  was  one  of  a  series  of  com¬ 
munity  meetings  to  plan  for  Parcel  23  d, 
which  is  almost  an  acre  in  size  and  will 
become  a  China  town-area  park,  near  the 
Chinatown  Gate. 

The  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority, 
which  owns  the  parcel,  recently  chose 
Carol  R.  Johnson  Associates  of  Boston  to 
design  the  $2.2  million  park. 

The  area  of  the  Central  Corridor  bor¬ 
ders  Chinatown  at  west,  Essex  Street  at 
north  and  the  Surface  Artery  at  east.  Carol 
R.  Johnson  Associates  will  work 
Turenscape,  a  Chinese  landscape  architec¬ 
ture  firm,  and  others  in  designing  the  park. 

The  next  parcel  23D  meeting  will  dis¬ 
cuss  the  design  of  the  park.  The  meeting  is 
April  14,  6:30  p.m.  at  St.  James  the  Greater 
Church  at  125  Harrison  Ave. 

Clarifications  and  Notes: 

A  photo  of  the  inside  of  the  Gaiety 
Theatre  that  ran  in  the  last  issue  of 
Sampan  is  not  representative  of  the  the¬ 
ater's  current  condition,  said  Ralph  Cole 
of  Kensington  Investment  Company, 
which  owns  the  building.  Cole  said  the 
busts  shown  in  the  photo  no  longer  exist, 
except  for  one. 

In  the  March  21  Sampan,  the  story  "Tufts 
Video  Documents  Chinatown  ESL," 
described  the  need  for  English  classes  in 
the  Chinatown.  The  story  mentioned 
one  un-named  ESL  program  in 
Chinatown.  Seven  organizations  pro¬ 
vide  English  classes  in  this  community. 

A  reader  noticed  that  a  swear  word 
appeared  in  the  March  21  Sampan.  The 
word  appeared  in  a  direct  quote. 
Sampan's  policy  is  not  to  use  swear 
words,  but  since  the  word  was  said  in  a 
public  meeting.  Sampan  did  include  the 
quote.  Sampan  apologizes  to  anyone  this 
might  have  upset. 


□  To  get  to  Chinatown  from  1-93  North 


Below:  At  left  is  a  map  of  what  the  area  surrounding  Parcel  23D  looks  like  now,  and  at  right  is  a  map  of  what  the  area  will  look 
like  at  the  Big  Dig's  completion.  Notice  that  that  many  of  the  streets  become  thinner  at  intersections,  making  the  crosswalks  easi¬ 
er  to  cross.  Also,  notice  the  changes  along  what  is  now  the  Surface  Artery.  It  will  become  Surface  Street  and  only  travel  south. 
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One  Theater  Preservationist  and  Chinatown  Residents  Raise 
Concerns,  Questions  at  Kensington  Place  Update  Meeting 


By  Adam  Smith 

In  a  March  24  hearing  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  high-rise  Kensington  Place  apart¬ 
ment  building,  neighborhood  residents, 
activists  and  a  theater  preservationist, 
questioned  and  objected  the  project. 

The  city's  development  and  planning 
agency,  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  hosted  last  week's  meeting, 
which  was  one  of  the  final  BRA-spon- 
sored  meetings  for  the  Chinatown-area 
high-rise. 

"I  hope  the  BRA  could  at  least  try  to 
down-scale  this  project,"  said  one  resident 
at  the  hearing,  noting  that  a  nearby 
Boylston  Street  building,  which  is  only 
seven  stories  high,  is  now  under  construc¬ 
tion. 

The  resident  was  one  of  about  30 
Chinatown  residents  and  others  who 
attended  the  meeting  at  Posner  Hall. 
About  10  people  questioned  or  spoke  out 
against  the  apartment  complex,  which  is 
proposed  to  sit  at  the  corner  of 
Washington  and  La  Grange  Streets  —  and 


Gaiety  Theatre 


across  the  street  from  where  the  28-story 
Liberty  Place  building  will  be  built. 

Kensington  Investment  Company's 
president  Ralph  Cole  led  most  of  the 
meeting,  showing  computerized  images 
of  what  Kensington  Place  will  look  like 
and  photos  of  what's  at  the  site  now. 

Cole  spent  some  time  talking  about 
the  1908  Gaiety  Theatre  on  the  site  at 
which  Kensington  Investment  Company 
plans  to  build. 

Two  recent  study  reports  of  the  the¬ 
ater,  which  was  built  by  famed  Boston 
architect  Clarence  Blackall  who  also  built 
the  Wang  Theatre,  were  recently  complet¬ 
ed.  Kensington  Investment  Company 
commissioned  one  report  to  assess  the 
feasibility  of  reusing  the  theater,  and 
Boston  Landmarks  Commission  staff 
commissioned  a  report  assessing  whether 
the  theater  meets  requirements  for 
becoming  a  landmark.  The  Kensington- 
commissioned  report  found  that  for 
Kensington  to  restore  the  theater,  it 
would  cost  about  $25  million,  and  the 
Landmarks  Commission  report  suggested 
the  theater 
should  not  be 
designated  as  a 
landmark.  The 
city  appears  to 
be  supporting 
the  apartment 
building,  and  the 
Landmarks 
Commission's 
three  person 
staff  is  on  the 
city's  payroll. 

On  April  22,  the 
commission's 
members,  who 
are  all  volun¬ 
teers,  will  vote 
on  whether  the 


Architect's  computerized  image  of  Kensington  Place 


Gaiety  should  be  a  landmark,  following 
an  April  8  hearing  in  City  Hall. 

Matthew  Kiefer,  an  attorney  working 
on  the  proposed  project,  said  that  reno¬ 
vating  the  theater  would  cost  about  as 
much  as  buying  a  new  theater,  and  that  it 
would  in  the  end  be  more  or  a  less  a 
replica  of  the  original. 

The  Landmarks  Commission's  study 
concludes  that  "the  theater  is  not  excep¬ 
tional  in  any  way,"  said  Kiefer.  He  also 
said  that  if  the  theater  were  to  be  desig¬ 
nated  as  a  landmark,  the  Kensington 
Place  project  would  be  "impossible." 

A  representative  of  the  American 
Vaudeville  Museum,  Frank  Cullen,  who 
attended  the  meeting,  discounted  the  two 
study  reports  as  inaccurate.  The  theater  is 


salvageable  and  its  acoustics  are  "extraor¬ 
dinary,"  said  Cullen.  He  said  that  a  group 
of  theater  preservationists,  the  Gaiety 
Theatre  Friends,  would  be  issuing  a 
"rebuttal  report"  in  response  to  the 
Landmarks  Commission  report. 

"So  far  in  Chinatown,  there  has  never 
been  a  public  auditorium  for  perfor¬ 
mances,"  said  Chinatown  resident  and 
activist,  Henry  Yee,  "so,  I  really  support 
the  restoration  of  the  Gaiety  Theatre." 

But  the  theater's  proposed  demolition 
was  just  one  aspect  of  the  project  that 
made  the  meeting's  attendees  uneasy. 

One  Chinatown  resident  and  activist. 
Serene  Wong,  said  she  wanted  the  apart¬ 
ment  building  to  have  less  parking 

(CONTINUED  PAGE  4) 


HEALTH 

Severe  Acute  Respiratory  Syndrome  Q  and  A 


What  is  SARS? 

SARS  is  a  respiratory  illness  that  has  recently  been 
reported  in  Asia,  North  America,  and  Europe. 

What  are  the  symptoms  and  signs  of  Severe  Acute 
Respiratory  Syndrome  (SARS)? 

The  illness  usually  begins  with  a  fever  (measured 
temperature  greater  than  100.4o  (38o  C).  The  fever  is 
sometimes  associated  with  chills  or  other  symptoms, 
including  headache,  general  feeling  of  discomfort, 
and  body  aches.  Some  people  also  experience  mild 
respiratory  symptoms  at  the  outset. 

After  2  to  7  days,  SARS  patients  may  develop  a 
dry,  nonproductive  cough  that  might  be  accompa¬ 
nied  by  or  progress  to  the  point  where  insufficient 
oxygen  is  getting  to  the  blood.  In  10%  to  20%  of 
cases,  patients  will  require  mechanical  ventilation. 

If  someone  were  exposed  to  SARS,  how  long 
would  it  take  to  become  sick? 

The  incubation  period  for  SARS  is  typically  2-7  days; 
however,  isolated  reports  have  suggested  an  incuba¬ 
tion  period  as  long  as  10  days.  The  illness  usually 
begins  with  a  fever  and  symptoms  listed  above. 

What  medical  treatment  is  recommended  for 
patients  with  SARS? 

Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention  current¬ 
ly  recommends  that  patients  with  SARS  receive  the 
same  treatment  that  would  be  used  for  any  patient 
with  serious  community-acquired  atypical  pneumo¬ 
nia  of  unknown  cause.  Several  treatment  regimens 
have  been  used  for  patients  with  SARS,  but  there  is 
insufficient  information  at  this  time  to  determine  if 
they  have  had  a  beneficial  effect.  Reported  therapeu¬ 
tic  regimens  have  included  antibiotics  to  presump¬ 
tively  treat  known  bacterial  agents  of  atypical  pneu¬ 
monia.  Therapy  also  has  included  antiviral  agents 
such  as  oseltamivir  or  ribavirin.  Steroids  also  have 
been  administered  orally  or  intravenously  to 
patients  in  combination  with  ribavirin  and  other 
antimicrobials. 

How  is  SARS  spread? 

The  principal  way  SARS  appears  to  be  spread  is 
through  droplet  transmission;  namely,  when  some¬ 


one  sick  with  SARS  coughs  or  sneezes  droplets  into 
the  air  and  someone  else  breathes  them  in.  It  is  pos¬ 
sible  that  SARS  can  be  transmitted  more  broadly 
through  the  air  or  from  objects  that  have  become 
contaminated. 

How  long  is  a  person  with  SARS  infectious  to 
others? 

Information  to  date  suggests  that  people  are  most 
likely  to  be  infectious  when  they  have  symptoms, 
such  as  fever  or  cough.  However,  it  is  not  known 
how  long  before  or  after  their  symptoms  begin  that 
patients  with  SARS  might  be  able  to  transmit  the  dis¬ 
ease  to  others. 

Who  is  most  at  risk  of  contracting  SARS? 

Cases  of  SARS  continue  to  be  reported  primarily 
among  people  who  have  had  direct  close  contact 
with  an  infected  person,  such  as  those  sharing  a 
household  with  a  SARS  patient  and  health  care 
workers  who  did  not  use  infection  control  proce¬ 
dures  while  caring  for  a  SARS  patient.  In  the  United 
States,  there  is  no  indication  of  community  transmis¬ 
sion  at  this  time.  CDC  continues  to  monitor  this  situ¬ 
ation  very  closely. 

What  is  the  cause  of  SARS? 

Scientists  at  CDC  and  other  laboratories  have  detect¬ 
ed  a  previously  unrecognized  coronavirus  in 
patients  with  SARS.  While  the  new  coronavirus  is 
still  the  leading  hypothesis  for  the  cause  of  SARS, 
other  viruses  are  still  under  investigation  as  poten¬ 
tial  causes. 

What  are  coronaviruses? 

Coronaviruses  are  a  group  of  viruses  that  have  a 
halo  or  crown-like  (corona)  appearance  when 
viewed  under  a  microscope.  These  viruses  are  a 
common  cause  of  mild  to  moderate  upper-respirato¬ 
ry  illness  in  humans  and  are  associated  with  respira¬ 
tory,  gastrointestinal,  liver  and  neurologic  disease  in 
animals.  Coronaviruses  can  survive  in  the  environ¬ 
ment  for  as  long  as  three  hours. 

What  evidence  is  there  to  suggest  that  coronavirus- 
(CONTINUED  PAGE  5) 


The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
is  seeking  nominations  from  residents,  business 
owners,  community  organizations,  professionals, 
and  institutional  organizations  for  the 

Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Action  Plan  Task  Force 


The  Task  Force  will  assist  the  BRA  and  other  City  agen¬ 
cies  with  the  preparation  of  an  implementation  plan 
based  on  goals  outlined  in  the  1990  Chinatown 
Community  Plan  and  the  Chinatown  Masterplan  2000. 
The  public  planning  process  will  start  in  April  2003.  All 
meetings  will  have  simultaneous  Cantonese  translation. 


Boston 

Redevelopment 

Authority 


City  Hall  9th  Floor 
1  City  Hall  Square 
Boston,  MA  02201 
617.722.4300 


Nominees  must  commit  to  attending  all  public  meet¬ 
ings,  which  will  generally  occur  once  a  month  and  will 
take  place  in  the  evenings  in  the  Chinatown  communi¬ 
ty.  The  meetings  will  generally  run  2-3  hours.  On  occa¬ 
sion,  the  Task  Force  will  also  have  working  sessions  in 
the  early  mornings  or  in  the  evening.  The  BRA  is  espe¬ 
cially  interested  in  encouraging  diversity  within  the 
Task  Force. 

Nominations  should  include  the  name  of  the  individual, 
his  or  her  address,  and  any  affiliation  to  Chinatown 
organizations  or  institutions.  Each  submission  should 
also  include  a  statement  as  to  how  this  person  could 
represent  the  neighborhood's  interests.  Nominations 
should  be  sent  to  Sue  Kim  by  the  close  of  business 
on  April  7.  2003  at  5:00  PM  at  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  Boston  City  Hall, 
One  City  Hall  Square,  Boston,  MA  02201,  or  via 
facsimile  at  617.367.6087,  or  by  email  at 
Sue.Kim.BRA@ci.boston.ma.us. 
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Chinatown  Resident  Association  Interview 


By  Adam  Smith 

On  April  7,  the  Chinatown  Resident 
Association  (CRA)  will  hold  a  public  hear¬ 
ing  for  the  30-story  apartment  building 
Residences  at  Kensington  Place.  The 
event,  which  will  be  at  the  Quincy  School, 
will  mark  the  association's  second  devel¬ 


opment  hearing  and  its  first  large  project 
development  hearing.  Many  of  the  associ¬ 
ation's  staff  and  steering  committee  mem¬ 
bers,  who  will  be  commenting  on  the  $100 
million,  336-apartment  unit  project,  were 
the  same  people  who  opposed  the  similar, 
28-story  Liberty  Place  project. 

But  the  CRA  is  still  mostly  unknown 


to  many,  especially  to  those  outside  the 
Chinatown  neighborhood. 

Sampan  recently  interviewed  six  staff 
and  steering  committee  members  of  the 
CRA  to  find  out  who  they  are,  why  they 
joined,  and  why  they  felt  the  need  to 
organize  such  an  association  despite  there 
already  being  a  Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council. 

Leading  the  CRA  is  a  group  of  17 
steering  committee  members,  who  unlike 
the  leaders  of  other  such  Chinatown 
groups,  must  all  live  in  Chinatown.  The 
group  started  in  1999  and  recently  gained 
a  "neighborhood  council"-like  status  from 
the  city,  as  one  of  the  conditions  for  the 
out-of-court  Liberty  Place  lawsuit  settle¬ 
ment. 

"I  joined  the  Chinatown  Resident 
Association  because  I'm  concerned  about 
the  welfare,  safety,  and  air  quality  of 
Chinatown,  as  well  as  housing  issues," 
said  Sik  Lun  Yan,  who  joined  the  associa¬ 
tion  when  it  first  started. 

Sylvia  Chan,  another  one  of  the 
group's  steering  committee  members,  said 
she  joined  the  association  "to  protect  the 
residents  from  gentrification." 

Michelle  Yee,  who  is  a  recent  staff 
member  at  the  Chinatown  Residents 


Association,  said  she  joined  because  she 
didn't  feel  that  Chinatown  residents  were 
adequately  listened  to  by  the  city  while 
the  Liberty  Place  building  was  being 
reviewed. 

And  she  fears  that  the  residents  won't 
be  adequately  listened  to  during  other 
development  projects  as  well. 

There  are  other  Chinatown  organiza¬ 
tions  that  have  similar  goals  to  those  of 
the  CRA,  said  Yee,  "but  this  organization's 
focus  is  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  for 
those  who  live  here." 

"Just  look  at  the  streets  and  sidewalks. 
Just  look  at  the  Hudson  Street  Park,"  she 
said.  "Other  organizations  don't  just  focus 
on  Chinatown,"  she  said. 

According  to  her,  virtually  none  of  the 
CRA's  steering  committee  members  have 
business  interests  in  Chinatown. 

Hie  businesses  "are  already  very  well 
represented,"  she  said,  adding  that  she 
thinks  the  direction  of  Chinatown  should 
be  decided  by  residents  first,  business 
owners  second. 

"You  can't  just  have  the  business  own¬ 
ers  dominate,"  said  Henry  Yee,  the  co¬ 
chair  of  the  association.  Many  businesses 
and  property  in  the  Chinatown  neighbor- 

(CONTINUED  PAGE  7) 


Left  to  right:  Serene  Wong,  Sylvia  Chan,  Henry  Yee,  Sik  Lun  Yan,  Claire  Croghan  and 
Michelle  Yee. 


Frank  Cullen  of  the  American  Vaudeville  Museum  speaking  at  the  March  25 
Kensington  Place  hearing. 


KENSINGTON 
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spaces.  Cole  said  the  345-unit  building 
would  start  with  only  235  parking  spaces, 
and  then  expand  to  house  at  most  334 
spaces,  if  needed.  He  also  said  car  services 
would  be  available  to  tenants. 

Lydia  Lowe,  director  of  the  Chinese 
Progressive  Association,  said  she  feared 
the  size  and  scale  of  the  30-story  building, 
wTould  "overrun"  Chinatown  and  gentrify 
the  area. 

"I  understand  that  the  building  is  in 
the  Midtown  Cultural  District,"  said 
Lowe,  "Where's  the  cultural  part?"  She 
said  the  $100  million  project  threatened 
historic  Chinatown. 

Cole  responded  by  saying  that 
Kensington  will  fund  "Midtown  Cultural 
District  initiatives,"  including  the  reuse  of 
the  Paramount  Theatre,  and  "certain 
Chinatown  Main  Streets  initiatives,'' 
including  the  maintenance  of  the  Liberty 
Tree  Park. 

The  developer  would  also  create  a 
photo  collection  of  the  Gaiety  Theatre, 
and  an  exhibit  at  the  site  of  the 
Kensington  building  that  would  recognize 


the  importance  of  the  Gaiety  Theatre, 
which  housed  mainly  vaudeville,  bur¬ 
lesque  and  African  American  perfor¬ 
mances  while  it  was  operating  as  a  live 
performance  venue. 

Though  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority's  Web  site  includes  the  pro¬ 
posed  Kensington  Place  Project  as  being 
inside  Chinatown,  the  site  is  on  the 
Midtown  Cultural  District-side  of 
Washington  Street. 

"My  main  concern  is  the  housing  in 
Chinatown,"  said  Henry  Yee,  who  is  a  co¬ 
chair  of  the  Chinatown  Residents 
Association.  He  wanted  the  project  to 
include  more  than  the  50  so-called  afford¬ 
able  units  that  Kensington  is  offering.  Yee 
also  didn't  think  the  BRA-determined 
affordable  units  would  be  affordable  to 
Chinatown  residents. 

Ten  of  the  50  affordable  units  to  be 
offered  at  the  apartment  building  will  be 
targeted  to  those  earning  50%  of  Boston's 
median  income,  which  for  one  person  in 
2002,  was  $51,940.  The  other  40  units  will 
be  targeted  to  those  earning  80%  to  120% 
Boston's  median  income.  According  to  the 
BRA's  2002  rates,  a  one  bedroom  apart¬ 
ment  for  someone  earning  100%  the  medi¬ 
an  income  would 
cost  a  maximum 
of  $1,484  a  month. 

Some  residents 
and  activists 
questioned  the 
BRA's  ability  to 
force  the  sale  of 
two  parcels  that 
total  2,500  square 
feet  at  the  site  on 
which  Kensington 
plans  to  build. 

No  residential 
buildings  are  on 
the  Kensington 
site,  but  four 
businesses  are:  a 
Vietnamese  cos¬ 
tume  shop,  an 
Asian  Gift  Shop,  a 
strip  bar,  and  a 
cigar  and  adult 
magazine  shop. 
Though  all  the 
businesses  w'ould 
need  to  relocate, 
only  two  of  the 
businesses, 
including  the 
strip  bar,  could  be 
forced  out  by 
Eminent  Domain. 


For  the  BRA  to  take  buildings  at  the 
Kensington  site  by  Eminent  Domain,  the 
takings  must  be  in  the  Park  Plaza  Urban 
Renewal  Area,  which  is  an  area  deter¬ 
mined  to  be  "blighted"  and  in  need  of  a 
development  plan  subject  to  the  BRA's 
Urban  Renewal  powers. 

But  it  could  be  argued  that  the  pro¬ 
ject's  site  -  Parcel  D  of  the  Park  Plaza 
Urban  Renewal  Plan  --  has  not  been  in  the 
plan  for  more  than  two  decades. 

Parcel  D  is  bounded  by  Stuart, 
Tremont,  Boylston,  and  Washington 
Streets.  In  the  amended  Park  Plaza  Urban 
Renewal  Plan,  which  is  dated  12  May 
1977,  a  clause  states  that  "Unless  the 
Authority  (BRA)  shall  have  selected  a 
Developer  for  Parcels  D  and  E  (another 
nearby  parcel)  within  three  years  from  the 
date  of  approval  of  this  plan.  Parcels  D 
and  E  shall  no  longer  be  considered  to  be 
part  of  the  Park  Plaza  Project  Area." 

No  developer  was  picked  to  develop 
Parcels  D  and  E  within  three  years  of  the 
1977  date,  but  a  modification  dated  12 
November  1981  —  after  the  three  years 
were  up  —  the  BRA  made  what's  called  a 
"minor  plan  change"  to  delete  the  three 
year  expiration  date  for  the  two  parcels. 

Critics  of  the  project  have  been  ques¬ 
tioning  the  BRA's  ability  to  delete  the 
clause  after  it  had  expired.  The  BRA 
maintains  the  parcel  is  still  in  the  plan. 

The  Boston  City  Council  and  BRA's 
board  would  have  to  approve  the 
Eminent  Domain  takings. 

One  resident  did,  however,  say  he  was 
happy  that  Kensington  Place  would  get 
rid  of  a  strip  club  that  is  now  on  its  site, 
though  he  doesn't  want  such  a  tall  build¬ 
ing  in  the  Chinatown  area. 


Others  at  the  meeting  questioned  the 
developer's  ability  to  build  above  the  155 
foot  zoning  limit  by  building  on  what's 
called  a  Planned  Development  Area,  or 
PDA. 

To  get  a  PDA  designation  requires 
building  on  a  site  at  least  one  acre  in  size. 
The  site  is  not  one  acre  in  size  and  to  have 
a  site  that's  an  acre  in  size  the  developer 
had  been  proposing  to  include  surround¬ 
ing  streets  as  parts  of  the  project  site.  But 
at  the  March  25  meeting,  Kiefer  said  that 
Kensington  hasn't  "come  to  a  conclusion 
about  where  that  boundary  would  be 
drawn"  in  order  for  the  project  site  to  be 
one  acre. 

Critics  of  the  project  fear  that  allowing 
the  PDA  designation  to  include  streets  or 
other  surrounding  property  that  won't  be 
developed  as  part  of  the  project  would  set 
a  precedent.  They  say  that  anyone  who 
had  support  of  City  Hall  could  get  a  PDA 
designation  by  claiming  parts  of  public 
streets  or  surrounding  area  as  their  project 
area  in  order  to  have  an  acre. 

Kensington  would  need  to  file  for  PDA 
designation,  which  would  need  approval 
and  require  a  comment  period. 

Some  of  the  meeting's  attendees 
showed  frustration  with  the  BRA  once 
they  realized  that  the  BRA  wouldn't  be 
keeping  minutes  of  the  meeting. 

"I  hope  all  of  the  things  that  we're  say¬ 
ing  tonight  are  being  recorded  as  meeting 
minutes,"  said  Henry  Yee.  The  BRA  said 
that  though  the  agency's  staff  was  taking 
notes,  the  meeting  was  not  being  recorded 
as  minutes,  and  that  do  so  at  such  meet¬ 
ings  was  not  normal  practice.  The  BRA 
will  be  accepting  comments  on  the  project 
until  April  24. 


Photo  of  the  Kensinton  site.  The  taller  building  is  the  Gaiety. 
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SARS  Q  AND  A 
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es  may  be  linked  with  SARS? 

CDC  scientists  were  able  to  isolate  a  virus  from  the 
tissues  of  two  patients  who  had  SARS  and  then 
used  several  laboratory  methods  to  characterize  the 
agent.  Examination  by  electron  microscopy 
revealed  that  the  virus  had  the  distinctive  shape 
and  appearance  of  coronaviruses.  Tests  of  serum 
specimens  from  patients  with  SARS  showed  that 
the  patients  appeared  to  have  recently  been  infected 
with  this  coronavirus.  Other  tests  demonstrated 
that  coronavirus  was  present  in  a  variety  of  clinical 
specimens  from  patients,  including  nose  and  throat 
swabs.  In  addition,  genetic  analysis  suggests  that 
this  new  virus  belongs  to  the  family  of  coronavirus¬ 
es  but  differs  from  previously  identified  coron¬ 
aviruses.  These  laboratory  results  do  not  provide 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  new  coronavirus  is  the 
cause  of  SARS.  Additional  specimens  are  being  test¬ 
ed  to  learn  more  about  this  coronavirus  and  its  link 
with  SARS. 

If  coronaviruses  usually  cause  mild  illness  in 
humans,  how  could  this  new  coronavirus  be 
responsible  for  a  potentially  life-threatening  dis¬ 
ease  such  as  SARS? 

There  is  not  enough  information  about  the  new 
virus  to  determine  the  full  range  of  illness  that  it 
might  cause.  Coronaviruses  have  occasionally  been 
linked  to  pneumonia  in  humans,  especially  people 
with  weakened  immune  systems.  The  viruses  can 
also  cause  severe  disease  in  animals,  including  cats, 
dogs,  pigs,  mice,  and  birds. 

Is  there  a  test  for  SARS? 

No  "test"  is  available  yet  for  SARS;  however,  CDC, 
in  collaboration  with  WHO  and  other  laboratories, 
has  developed  two  research  tests  that  appear  to  be 
very  promising  in  detecting  antibodies  to  the  new 
coronavirus.  CDC  is  working  to  refine  and  share 
this  testing  capability  as  soon  as  possible  with  labo¬ 
ratories  in  the  United  States  and  internationally. 

All  information  in  this  story  is  from  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention  Web 
site.  Space  for  Sampan's  health  columns  are  made 
possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Asian  Health 
Initiative  Project  ofNezv  England  Medical  Center 


Volunteer 
at  the 
Sampan 

Call  (617)  426- 
9492,  Ext.  207 


< ) I  IIC  i:  CLEANERS 
oppoim  m  i  iks 


Part  Time/  Full  Time 
Day  or  Night 
Flexible  Hours  Poss. 
No  Experience  Nec. 
$12 

Call  617-976-6880 


Admin.  Assistant  for  small  book  publisher. 

Very  organized  team  player  \v/ exc.  phone,  bkkg,  HR,  PC 
skills.  Detail  oriented  &  accurate.  Fast-paced,  multitask, 
environ.  Min.  3  yrs  exp.;  type  60  WPM.  Bilingual  English- 
Mandarin  Chinese  Required.  Health  &  401 K.  No  phone 
calls  please.  E-mail  resume  &  cover  letter  to 
service@chcng-tsui.com:  Fax:  617-426-3669. 
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Administrative  Officer  - 
ECE,  College  of  Engineering 


Perform  a  variety  of  administrative,  fiscal  and  organizational  duties 
to  ensure  the  effective  operation  of  the  Electrical  and  Computer 
Engineering  Department.  Coordinate  departmental  activities  involving 
disparate  constituencies  (staff,  faculty  and  research  personnel). 
Responsible  for  day-to-day  administration  and  operations.  Manage 
operating  budget,  grants/contracts  and  restricted/endowed  accounts. 
Monitor  budget  activities  for  accuracy  and  compliance  with  University 
practices,  develop  and  analyze  budget  projections.  Prepare  confidential 
documents,  work  closely  with  the  Chair  to  ensure  effective  dissemination 
of  information  and  implementation  of  procedures.  Bachelor's  degree 
and  three  to  five  years'  administrative  experience  in  a  position  requiring 
budgetary  management,  fiscal  competence  and  extensive  use  of 
computer  applications,  including  electronic  spreadsheets.  Must  have 
strong  organizational  and  interpersonal  skills  as  well  as  the  ability  to 
problem-soive  and  work  independently. 

Send  resume  to:  Professor  Fabrizio  Lombardi,  409  Dana  Research 
Center,  Northeastern  University,  Boston,  MA  02115. 

Northeastern  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action/ 

Title  IX  educational  institution  and  employer. 


Northeastern 

UNIVERSITY 
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BOSTON  CONNECTS,  INC 

INITIATIVE  ON  ISSUES  FACING  ZONE  EX-OFFENDERS 

CONSULTING  OPPORTUNITY 

Boston  Connects,  Inc,  a  non-profit  organization  implementing  the  strategies  of  Boston's 
Empowerment  Zone,  is  seeking  a  Consultant  to  assist  in  developing  a  strategy  to  address 
the  issues  faced  by  Zone  residents  who  have  been  incarcerated.  The  Consultant  will  pro¬ 
vide  the  following  services: 

-  Organize  a  summit  for  October,  2003  to  provide  a  forum  for  discourse  on  the  issues 
facing  the  ex-offender  population  of  the  Zone  and  barriers  to  self  sufficiency. 

-  Conduct  primary  and  secondary  research  on  the  ex-offender  population  to  determine 
the  impact  that  lack  of  economic  opportunity  has  on  their  economic/human 
development  potential. 

-  Conduct  research  to  identify  ”, Best  Practices"  for  reintegrating  ex-offenders  into  the 
community. 

-  Draft  an  action  plan  based  on  summit  findings  identifying  strategies  to  respond  to  the 
issues  identified,  possible  participants  and  possible  funding  sources. 

-  Organize  workshops  that  will  reach  out  to  educate  employers,  human  resource 
personnel  and  job  developers  on  how  to  read  the  existing  CORI  report. 

MINIMUM  QUALIFICATIONS: 

Ph.D.  in  Social  Policy,  Criminal  Justice  or  related  field  or  MA  degree  in  Social  Policy, 
Criminal  Justice  or  related  field  plus  2  experience  in  policy  research  or  BA  degree  in  Social 
Policy,  Criminal  Justice  or  related  field  and  5  years  experience  in  senior  level  policy 
research.  Demonstrated  experience  with  issues  pertaining  to  ex-offenders  is  required. 
Experience  in  conference  planning  is  preferred.  BOSTON  RESIDENCY  is  preferred. 
SUBMISSION  REQUIREMENTS: 

All  submissions  should  include  the  following: 

1.  -Resumes/Curricula  Vitae 

2.  -A  narrative  overview  of  background  working  on  ex-offender  related  issues-projects 

3  -Relevant  experence  working  with  organizations  in  the  Empowerment  Zone  if  applicable 

4.  -A  description  of  the  approach  that  will  be  taken  in  completing  the  outlined  tasks. 

5.  -Any  information  or  materials  about  experience  or  qualifications  to  conduct  research, 

and  convene  a  summit  pertaining  to  ex-offender  issues  not  presented  in  previous 
responses. 

6.  -A  description  of  products  to  be  developed 

7.  -A  proposed  budget  and  work  plan 

SUBMISSION  PACKAGES  MUST  ADHERE  TO  THE  FOLLOWING: 

Original  narrative  and  attachments  must  be  submitted  with  3  copies. 

All  text  must  be  typed  in  minimum  12  point  font  and  double  spaced. 

Submissions  must  not  exceed  5  pages  of  single  sided  text,  not  inclufing  resumes,  CV's  or 
other  relevant  attachments. 

Facsimiles  will  not  be  accepted. 

QUALIFICATIONS  should  be  forwarded  by  5:00  p.m.  on  April  9th,  2003  to: 

Christine  Araujo,  Executive  Director 
Boston  Connects,  Inc. 

2201  Washington  Street 
Boston,  MA  02119 

LATE  SUBMISSIONS  WILL  NOT  BE  READ 

For  further  information  about  Boston  Connects,  Inc,  and  the  decision  process,  you  can 
visit  the  website  at  www.BostonEZ.org 

Copies  of  the  Request  for  Qualifications  are  also  available  for  pick  up  at  the  BCI  office  at 
2201  Washington  Street  (Rear)  3rd  floor,  Boston,  MA. 
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Massachusetts  Teachers  Association 

LABOR  LAWYER 


Legal  Services  Division  of  the  Massachusetts  Teachers  Association 
seeks  an  attorney,  2  years  experience  preferred.  Knowledge  of  public 
and/or  private  sector  labor  law  and  litigation  experience  preferred. 

Send,  fax  or  email  your  resume  by  April  25, 2003  to: 

MTA,  Human  Resources 
20  Ashburton  Place,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Fax:  617-725-4287 
Email:  jcondon@massteacher.org 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


Lead  Teacher  * 

Job  Opportunity  for  Lead  Teacher  of  two  and  three-year-olds 
Laboratory  Preschool  at  Wellesley  College  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Psychology  Department. 

Description,  Responsibilities: 

Designs,  prepares,  manages,  and  maintains  developmentally 
appropriate,  model  classroom  environment  for  laboratory 
preschool,  half-day  program.  Develops  and  organizes  creative, 
exemplary  curriculum  for  classroom  and  playground.  Trains 
and  supervises  interns,  student  teachers,  and  undergraduate 
students  in  a  team  teaching  setting.  Counsels,  advises,  and 
confers  with  parents,  school  systems,  outside  agencies, 
Wellesley  College  students  and  students  from  other  institu¬ 
tions.  Helps  design,  facilitate,  and  monitor  faculty,  staff,  and 
student  research.  Maintains  professional  development 
through  activities  such  as  guest  lectures,  writings,  workshops, 
and  attendance  at  college  and  professional  conferences. 

35  hours/week,  10  months/year.  Begins  September,  2003. 

Requirements: 

Knowledge  of  child  development  and  early  childhood  educa¬ 
tion  required.  Experience  in  supervision  and  preschool  teach¬ 
ing  required.  Master's  degree  and  experience  in  child  develop¬ 
ment  laboratory  preferred.  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Office  of  Child  Care  Services  Certification,  or  its  equivalent, 
required.  Successful  candidates  need  to  be  able  to  work  effec¬ 
tively  in  a  culturally  diverse  environment. 

Contact  information: 

Interested  candidates  should  submit  a  cover  letter,  resume, 
and  three  letters  of  recommendation  to  Mary  Eames  Ucci, 
Educational  Director,  c/o  Human  Resources  Office, 

Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  MA  02481  or  by  email: 
workinq@wellesley.edu.  Applications  will  be  accepted  until 
the  position  is  filled.  Wellesley  College  is  an  AA/EEO  employer. 
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Administrative  Assistant 


Manage  all  administrative  functions  of  the  office,  including  contacts 
with  and  requests  from  heavy  volume  of  students,  faculty  and  staff. 
Maintain  computer  database,  resource  library  and  calendar  of  events. 
Manage  budget  and  oversee  payroll  for  the  Center.  Supervise  student 
assistants.  Full-time,  11-month-per-year  position. 

Requirements:  Some  college  or  equivalent  3+  years'  office  experience. 
Excellent  computer  skills,  including  Word,  Excel  and  database  experi¬ 
ence  required.  Strong  interpersonal  and  communication  skills.  Ability 
to  multitask  in  a  fast-paced  environment. 

If  interested,  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Human  Resources 
Office,  Code  SP4/4,  Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  MA  02481  or  by 
email:  working@wellesley.edu.  Applications  will  be  accepted  until  the 
position  is  filled.  Wellesley  College  is  an  AA/EEO  employer. 


Assistant  Business  Manager 


Provide  financial,  accounting  and  budget  services  for  200  student 
organizations  in  the  Student  Center/Activities  department.  Coordinate 
customer  service,  process  &  reconcile  account  activity,  conduct  training 
workshops.  BA  in  accounting  or  finance,  plus  2-3  years'  financial 
experience  including  general  ledger  and  audit.  Working  knowledge  of 
computer  applications,  strong  advisory  &  analytical  skills,  ability  to 
work  with  diverse  student/staff  population.  Excellent  benefits  package; 
salary  low  thirties. 

Resume,  cover  letter  and  contact  information  for  3  references  to: 
Northeastern  University,  Attn:  Anita  Brown,  328  Curry  Student 
Center,  360  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02115.  Primary 
consideration  for  resumes  received  by  4/11/03. 

Northeastern  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/ Affirmative  Action/ 

Title  IX  employer. 


Northeastern 

UNIVERSITY 
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Prayers  Answered:  Chinatown 
Church  Expands  to  Newton 


By  Adam  Smith 

The  Boston  Chinese  Evangelical 
Church  got  off  to  a  small  start  in  1961.  The 
number  of  people  attending  the 
Chinatown  church's  services  —  which  were 
all  in  Cantonese  and  located  at  store  fronts 
or  homes  —  was  18.  Over  time,  the  congre¬ 
gation  grew,  and  the  church  began  offering 
English  services. 

Eventually  the  congregation  grew  so 
large  that  the  church  needed  its  own  build¬ 
ing,  and  in  1979,  the  Boston  Chinese 
Evangelical  Church  building  that  sits  off 
Harrison  Avenue  opened,  with  the  capaci¬ 
ty  to  seat  about  250  people. 

But  the  congregation  kept  growing. 

Now,  on  a  typical  Sunday,  more  than  a 
1,000  followers  attend  the  church's  ser¬ 
vices.  Tire  building  that  was  to  accommo¬ 
date  the  entire  congregation  in  1979  is 
overflowing.  The  church  must  hold 
Sunday  services  in  the  Quincy  school. 
Tufts'  Posner  Hall  building,  space  at  the 
Oak  Terrace  and  Tai  Tung  Village  housing 
complexes,  and  at  the  Boston  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Center. 

So,  once  again  trying  to  house  its  fol¬ 
lowers,  the  church  has  responded  by  buy¬ 
ing  an  additional  building  in  Newton. 

Someone  at  the  Boston  Chinese 
Evangelical  Church  came  across  a  Boston 
Globe  story  about  an  1895,  stone  church 
building  in  Newton  that  was  being  sold. 

The  building's  price  tag  of  $2.5  million 
seemed  like  a  decent  price  to  the 
Chinatown  church,  said  senior  pastor 


Steven  Chin. 

"We  were  thinking,  'Well  some  houses 
in  Newton  go  for  $1  million.'" 

They  bought  the  church  in  early 
January. 

"It  will  alleviate  the  space  problem 
here,"  he  said,  and  it  will  serve  people  who 
don't  want  to  push  through  Chinatown 
traffic.  According  to  Chin,  people  come 
from  as  far  as  Rhode  Island  and  New 
Hampshire  to  get  to  the  Chinatown 
church,  which  offers  ser¬ 
vices  in  English, 

Cantonese,  and 

Mandarin,  as  well  as 
more  than  half  a  dozen 
community  service  pro¬ 
grams,  such  as  English  as 
a  Second  Language 
Classes. 

But  purchasing  the 
church  didn't  happen 
without  a  bit  of  struggle. 

Originally  hoping  to 
build  a  new  building  in 
Chinatown,  the  church's 
four  pastors,  board  of 
elders  and  deacons  and 
staff,  had  a  tough  time 
deciding  if  they  should 
buy  the  Newton  build¬ 
ing,  which  holds  700 
people. 

"It  took  us  from  May 
to  October  to  make  the 
decision,"  said  Chin,  who 
has  been  with  the  church 


since  1977. 

"I  was  initially  against  the  idea,"  said 
Chin.  "Then  as  I  prayed  about  it  and 
thought  about  it,"  he  said  and  decided  it 
was  the  right  thing  to  do. 

"We  were  looking  to  expand  in 
Chinatown,"  said  Chin.  But,  he  said,  a  lack 
of  space  in  the  crunched  neighborhood 
prevented  that. 

Chin  estimates  that  about  20  to  25%  of 
the  people  who  attend  services  at  the 


Boston  Chinese  Evangelical  Church  come 
from  Boston  and  about  10%  come  from 
Chinatown.  More  than  84,000  Chinese  live 
in  Massachusetts. 

It  appears  that  now  the  church  only  has 
one  more  thing  to  be  concerned  about: 
What  to  do  when  more  of  those  84,000 
Chinese  become  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  and  more  space  is  needed. 

(Below  is  a  photo  of  the  Newton  Church,  which 
will  open  in  September,  from  tvww.gbcec.net.) 


VARI  ASIANS 
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Ming  would  be  playing  in  the  game,  the 
night  was  dubbed  as  'Asian  American 
Night.'  The  Variasians  were  concerned  that 
the  night  would  turnout  to  be  an  event  that 
i  perpetuates  stereotypes  about  Asian 
Americans. 

According  to  the  groups'  members,  a 
Kung  Fu  show  was  scheduled  for  the 
game's  half  time.  So,  before  the  Variasians 
would  agree  to  perform  at  the  game,  there 
was  some  negotiating. 

In  the  end,  said  Moon,  the  group  took  a 
potential  misrepresentation  of  Asian 
Americans  and  "made  it  a  positive." 

There  was  no  kung  fu  show  that  night. 


and  a  local  Asian  American,  Frank  Chin  of 
Chinatown,  was  awarded  a  "Heroes  Among 
Us"  award. 

To  avoid  being  viewed  as  "Asians"  and 
not  individuals,  the  groups'  members  wore 
shirts  that  on  the  back  had  words  and 
phrases  that  represented  each  singer.  One 
member's  shirt  had  the  words  "Vietnamese 
American"  printed  on  the  back,  another 
member's  shirt  read  "music  is  my  life." 

"The  point  was  to  draw  on  our  individ¬ 
ual  identity,"  said  Moon.  "We're  very 
diverse  in  our  group,  politically,"  said  Binh 
Nguyen,  a  bass  and  vocal  percussionist  in 
the  group. 

"That's  why  we're  called  the  Variasians," 
he  said. 

When  choosing  their  gigs,  Nguyen 


Binh  Nguyen,  Diep  Nguyen,  Robin  Lang  (back)  Kylene  Chinsio  (in  front  of  Robin),  Khiet  Luong  (next  to 
Robin),  Thuy  Tran,  (in  front  of  khiet),  Sophia  Moon  (in  front  of  Kylene  chinsio),  Jeannemarrie  DeQuiroz 
(right  of  Thuy),  Huy  Hoang  (far  right) 


stresses  that  he  wants  the  group  to  "keep  it 
real." 

"If  you  have  a  lot  of  money,  but  you 
want  us  to  sing  barbershop-like  songs," 
Nguyen  said,  the  Variasians  probably  won't 
play  the  gig. 

Although,  he  said,  because  the  group  is 
relatively  new,  and  all  the  members  have 
their  day  jobs,  they  will  negotiate. 

Carefully  selecting  gigs  --  even  ones  as 
crucial  as  the  performance  at  the  Celtics 
game  --  shows  that  the  Variasians1  mission 
is  of  high  importance  to  the  group. 

Though  striving  for  musical  ability  and 
skill  may  come  first  for  the  members,  fulfill¬ 
ing  the  group's  mission  of  contributing  "to 
the  richness  and  diversity  of  Asian- 
American  arts  and  experiences"  is  a  near 
second. 

In  fact,  after  talking  to  the  group's  mem¬ 
bers  for  a  while,  one  gets  the  impression 
they  spend  nearly  as  much  time  practicing 
and  promoting  themselves  as  they  do  phi¬ 
losophizing. 

Moon,  one  of  Variasians  newest  mem¬ 
bers,  said  that  when  she  was  first  thinking 
about  joining  the  group,  another  member 
told  her  the  Variasians  strive  to  be  "socially 
just."  That  was  enough  to  get  her  on  board. 

The  nine-member  group  started  in  2001 
when  the  three  founding  members,  who 
were  all  Vietnamese  American,  began  prac¬ 
ticing  music  in  the  bathroom  of  an  old  con¬ 
vent.  They  chose  the  bathroom  for  its 
acoustics. 

After  a  while,  the  Variasians  began 
recruiting  new  singers  and  shaped  their  a 
cappella  style,  combining  traditional  East 
Asian  musical  sounds  with  gospel  and 
R&B.  Now  the  group  is  made  up  of  Asian 
Americans  whose  nationalities  include 
Vietnamese,  Korean,  Japanese-Vietnamese, 
and  Filipino. 

To  date,  in  addition  to  the  Celtics  game, 
the  group  has  performed  at  the  National 
Asian  American  Association  of 
Professionals  National  Convention,  the  Silk 
Road  Gala  fundraising  event,  the  grand 
opening  of  the  Vietnamese- American 


Community  Center  in  Dorchester,  Forsyth 
Chapel  in  Jamaica  Plain,  Brandeis 
University,  and  on  the  WERS  FM  radio  sta¬ 
tion.  The  group  also  performed  at  the  Urban 
Nutcracker,  an  off  Broadway  production 
directed  by  BalletRox's  Anthony  Williams. 

As  the  group  becomes  more  popular 
and  makes  more  money,  the  Variasians 
plan  to  create  a  scholarship  fund  to  promote 
Asian  Americans  in  the  arts. 

The  group's  tenor  Khiet  Luong  will 
leave  the  group  soon  to  attend  graduate 
school  to  earn  a  Masters  degree  in  environ¬ 
mental  education.  When  asked  what  he 
hopes  to  see  happen  to  the  Variasians  in 
coming  years,  Luong  said  that  he  hopes  he 
can  tell  other  Asian  American  students  who 
are  looking  for  mentorship  in  the  arts:  "look, 
there's  a  group  out  there  you  can  go  to, 
they're  called  the  Variasians." 

For  more,  log  onto  www.variasians.com 

HELP  WANTED 


MATH  TEACHER 

Full-time  math  teaching  position.  The  posi¬ 
tion  includes  coaching/aftcrnoon  activities 
support  in  two  of  three  athletic  seasons  (fall, 
winter.  spring).In  addition,  w-e  are  interested 
in  candidates  who  would  live  in  dormitory- 
housing  and  assist  a  colleague  or  two  in  the 
supervision  of  a  boys  or  girls  dormitory  if  we 
had  such  housing  available.  As  is  the  case  in 
all  positions  at  Brooks,  full  participation  in 
the  life  of  a  seven  day  per  week,  twenty-four 
hour  per  day  boarding  school  is  expected.  A 
bachelor's  degree  in  a  related  field  is  required 
and  a  master's  degree  is  preferred.  Brooks 
School  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 

Interested  candidates  should  contact: 

John  Packard,  Dean  of  Faculty, 

Brooks  School 
1160  Great  Pond  Road 
North  Andover,  MA,  0I84S 
or  e-mail  ipackard@brooksschool.org 


CHINATOWN  YMCA 
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reported  the  news  on  Feb  20,  said  Phil 
Chan,  a  staff  at  the  YMCA. 

"We  tried  to  assure  them,  saying  not  to 
worry,  it  is  not  a  tomorrow  thing,  because 
we  do  not  w’ant  our  members  to  be  con¬ 
cerned,"  said  Chan. 

Nevertheless,  to  say  the  YMCA  is 
going  to  move  for  sure  would  be  prema¬ 
ture,  and  the  issue  is  not  simple.  First,  the 
MBTA  has  to  locate  and  build  a  new 
YMCA  before  it  starts  construction  on  the 
Silver  Line's  expansion. 

The  YMCA's  possible  relocation  is  part 
of  the  MBTA's  Silver  Line  project  called 
'Phase  III,'  which  will  connect  the  Silver 
Line  between  South  Station  and  Boylston 
Street. 

Phase  III  is  a  tunnel  portal  section  that 
will  link  Silver  Line  I  (along  Washington 
Street)  and  Silver  Line  II  (from  South 
Station  to  the  South  Boston/ Waterfront). 

The  MBTA  expects  to  begin  construc¬ 
tion  as  early  as  2006  and  completion  by 
2010.  When  the  $952  million  project  is 
completed,  the  Silver  Line  will  offer  a 
continuous  ride  from  Dudley  Square  to 
Logan  International  Airport,  along  with 
connections  to  the  Green,  Orange,  and 
Red  lines. 

The  MBTA  promises  that  it  wall  mobi¬ 
lize  Boston  residents  and  improve  access 
to  the  waterfront  and  Logan. 

"Once  it  is  completed,  the  Silver  Line 
will  allow  us  to  revitalize  the  entire  city. 

It  will  be  environmental-friendly  by  using 
both  natural  gas  for  ground  operation 
and  electrical  power  for  underground 
operation,"  said  Lydia  Rivera,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  MBTA. 

Before  Phase  III  begins,  however, 
much  needs  to  be  studied  and  many 
problems  need  to  be  solved. 

One  of  the  problems  for  the  MBTA  is 
to  either  find  a  way  around  destroying 
the  YMCA  or  to  find  a  site  for  a  new 
YMCA  building,  rebuilding  the  YMCA, 
and  completing  it  in  Chinatown  before 
the  MBTA  begins  construction. 

The  Wang  YMCA  remained  on  Tyler 
Street  for  decades,  until  its  current  build¬ 
ing  on  the  comer  of  Oak  and  Washington 
Streets  was  refurbished  in  February  2000, 
"after  30  years  of  hard  work,"  said  John 
Ferrell,  president  of  the  YMCA  of  Greater 
Boston.  He  said  the  MBTA  never  went 
directly  to  the  YMCA  to  tell  them  of  the 
news. 

The  three-year-old  facility  houses  a 
gym,  a  25-yard  pool,  basketball  courts, 
and  a  floor  for  yoga,  Tai  Chi,  and  karate. 

The  Chinatown  YMCA  not  only  pro¬ 
vides  exercise  space  and  equipment,  but 
it  also  provides  educational,  cultural,  and 
recreational  programs,  said  Joseph 
Nogelo,  executive  director  of  the  Wang 


YMCA. 

Weekend  family  activities  and  its  sum¬ 
mer  camp  attract  Chinatown  residents 
and  others  to  the  YMCA.  A  daycare  cen¬ 
ter  at  the  YMCA  offers  care  for  about  100 
children,  from  toddlers  to  12  year  olds, 
who  mostly  come  from  low-income  fami¬ 
lies.  Today,  the  Wang  YMCA  is  serving 
more  than  4,000  people  in  the  Greater 
Boston  area. 

"It  is  not  just  a  gym  and  a  pool,"  said 
Nogelo.  He  is  concerned  that  if  the 
YMCA  were  to  move  to  another  location, 
it  may  inconvenience  members. 

"We  have  single-parent  families,  also 
parents  who  work  at  the  New  England 
Medical  Center,  which  is  right  across  the 
street,"  Nogelo  said. 

Location  and  accessibility  to  public 
transportation  does  matter  to  those  who 
workout  at  the  YMCA  as  well. 

"I  might  still  come,  but  I  do  not 
know,"  said  J.D.  Allen,  a  financial  worker 
and  member  of  the  YMCA,  regarding  the 
YMCA's  possible  move.  He  exercises  at 
the  YMCA  four  or  five  days  a  week.  The 
YMCA  is  close  to  his  downtown  office. 

"I  think  it  is  not  only  (serving) 
Chinatown,  but  other  neighborhoods  like 
the  South  End,"  Allen  said. 

Seanna  Kim,  a  Tufts  Medical  student, 
said  she  and  friends  enjoy  the  YMCA 
because  "it  has  a  nice  gym  and  it's  afford¬ 
able.  And  it  is  convenient  to  us."  She  also 
expressed  uncertainty  as  to  whether  she 
would  come  to  the  YMCA  if  it  is  relocat¬ 
ed. 

"Extremely  upsetting,"  said  Kenton 
Shirk,  a  Watertown  resident  and  a  worker 
for  a  marketing  company  downtown, 
referring  to  the  YMCA's  relocation  plan. 

Shirk  said  that  moving  the  YMCA 
would  be  "overlooking  a  community 
facility  for  convenience."  He  insists  that 
the  YMCA  be  in  Chinatown.  "The  whole 
idea  is  that  it  serves  the  community." 

The  MBTA  also  acknowledges  taking 
the  YMCA  away  from  Chinatown  could 
be  a  major  setback  to  the  neighborhood. 

,  In  his:  letter  to  John  Ferrell  on  Feb.  6, 
David  W.  Ryan,  Assistant  General 
Manager  for  Design  and  Construction  at 
the  MBTA,  wrote  that  the  MBTA  "is 
aware  that  Chinatown  YMCA  is  a  critical 
component  of  the  surrounding  communi¬ 
ty"  and  that  therefore  the  MBTA  "is  com¬ 
mitted  to  resolving  the  engineering  chal¬ 
lenges  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  YMCA 
and  the  entire  community." 

The  MBTA's  engineering  team  has 
been  studying  the  possibility  of  building 
a  Silver  Line  tunnel  and  station  without 
removing  the  existing  YMCA  building.  If 
possible,  the  Silver  Line  might  run  under 
the  YMCA  building. 

Since  no  final  decision  has  been  made 
yet,  "It  is  premature  to  say"  what  will 
happen,  said  Mary  Fernandes,  Assistant 


Moving  On  Up...  Former  English  Student 
Tells  Current  Students  How  to  Succeed 


When  Miao  Qing  Lei  applied  for  an  English  course  at  the  Asian  American  Civic 
Association  in  2000,  one  teacher  thought  her  English  wasn't  good  enough  but  decided  to 
take  a  chance.  Over  the  next  year.  Lei  worked  her  way  through  all  four  levels  of  the 
English  program,  finishing  in  August,  2001.  By  the  time  she  finished  the  program,  she 
was  one  of  the  top  students.  That  September  she  enrolled  at  Bunker  Hill  Community 
College.  On  March  18,  Lei  came  back  to  talk  to  students  now  in  the  English  program, 
which  is  part  of  the  AACA's  Adult  Basic  Education  program.  Above  is  Lei,  at  the  far 
left,  talking  to  the  students.  -  Richard  Goldberge  ABE  English  Teacher 


General  Manager  for  Silver  Line 
Communications  and  Community 
Development  at  the  MTBA.  According  to 
Lydia  Rivera,  the  MBTA  spokesperson, 
"the  Oak  Street  spot  is  a  conceptual 
design  --  the  MBTA  considers  the  YMCA 
site  a  safe  one,  away  from  pedestrian  traf¬ 
fic,  in  particular  the  small  children 
attending  the  Quincy  school. ..The  site 
allows  for  an  underground  connection 
with  the  Orange  Line  by  expanding  the 
mezzanine  level  at  the  Tremont  Street 
entrance  at  New  England  Medical  Center 
Station,  and  making  that  entrance  accessi¬ 
ble"  to  people  with  disabilities. 

"Although,"  she  said,  "there  are  other 
alternatives  to  demolishing  the  YMCA, 
and  the  design  team  is  currently  studying 
them." 


Rivera  stressed  that  the  MBTA  will 
work  very  closely  with  the  community 
and  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  the  city's  development  agency, 
which  the  Wang  YMCA  has  an  80-year 
lease  with. 

"All  options  are  on  the  table  to 
review,"  Rivera  said.  "We  won't  take  fur¬ 
ther  steps  without  the  community  input 
involved." 

The  YMCA  staff  believes  that  even 
though  the  MBTA  possesses  eminent 
domain  power  over  the  spot,  it  does  not 
mean  that  the  Wang  YMCA's  only  option 
is  to  move. 

"I  think  that  Chinatown  needs  to 
decide  how  important  the  Wang  YMCA 
is,"  Ferrell  said.  "We  will  do  whatever 
Chinatown  residents  want  us  to  do." 


Interview  with  Magazine  Writer  of  Chinatown  Story 
Shows  Concern  for  Not  Misrepresenting  Chinatown 

By  Adam  Smith 


In  the  April  edition  of  Boston  Magazine 
is  a  story  telling  of  a  Chinatown  crime 
from  12  years  ago  in  which  six  people 
were  shot,  point  blank  inside  a  Tyler 
Street  building.  Trials  for  the  crime  will 
soon  revisit  the  murder  case,  which  the 
story's  author,  Chris  Berdik,  says  is  still 
surrounded  by  mystery.  Berdik  recently 
spoke  with  Sampan  about  what  it  was 
like  to  write  such  a  story  and  what  he 
learned  about  Chinatown. 

Why  did  you  decide  to  write  the  story? 

It  was  kind  of  a  collaborative  story  idea.  I 
had  wanted  to  write  about  Chinatown 
and  the  constantly  changing  aspects  of 
the  neighborhood.  But  the  editors  at 
Boston  Magazine  decided  that  they  want¬ 
ed  to  go  with  this  murder  story  because 
there's  a  trial  upcoming,  and  it's  going  to 
be  a  big,  newsworthy  story. 

What  were  some  of  the  challenges  you 
faced  when  writing  the  story? 

One  thing  is.  I'm  white  and  I  don't  speak 
Chinese  and  I  haven't  been  writing  about 
the  community  for  years  and  years.  So  I 
came  at  it  as  an  outsider  from  the  begin¬ 
ning.  But  more  than  that,  the  crime  hap¬ 
pened  a  long  time  ago  and  there  is  a  limit 
to  what  people  know.  There  were  a  lot  of 
things  that  people  didn't  want  to  know.  I 
think  people  were  just  happy  to  put  it  out 
of  their  minds.  That  was  a  big  obstacle 
with  talking  to  people  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  People  in  the  neighborhood  didn't 
know  me  and  they  didn't  want  me  por¬ 
traying  their  home  as  a  violent  place. 

Were  you  worried  about  how  the  story 
would  be  presented? 

I  didn't  want  to  present  a  false  impres¬ 
sion  of  the  neighborhood.  I  wanted  to  do 
an  exciting  story  but  one  that  would  be 
fair  to  the  neighborhood.  I  didn't  want  to 
present  it  as,  'Forget  it  Jack,  it's 
Chinatown.' 

How  many  people  did  you  have  to  inter¬ 
view  for  the  story? 

I'd  say  I  talked  to  about  a  dozen  or  so 
people  who  work  or  live  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  about  the  same  amount  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  in  law  enforcement.  And 
then  I  talked  to  people  who  were  margin¬ 
ally  involved  in  the  case. 


What  were  some  of  the  challenges  you 
had  in  actually  writing  the  story? 

I  had  to  leave  a  lot  out.  I  had  to  cut  out  a 
lot  of  names  and  details  to  keep  the  focus 
on  Tyler  Street,  and  not  confuse  anybody, 
but  keep  it  as  accurate  as  possible.  It  was 
a  challenge  because  I  wanted  to  talk 
about  (other  Chinatown  struggles,  such 
as)  employment,  housing  and  develop¬ 
ment,  which  are  all  important,  but  don't 
hold  the  readers'  attention  as  much  as 
guns  and  ganglands. 

How  difficult  was  it  to  tell  such  a  com¬ 
plex  story  within  a  certain  word  limit? 

I  turned  the  story  in  at  7,200  words.  The 
editors  said  why  don't  you  work  with 
this  (to  trim  it  down),  and  I  tried  to  prime 
it  without  taking  out  any  of  the  names 
and  any  of  the  ideas.  And  I  turned  it  in 
again  at  around  5,200  words.  I  think  I 
would  have  loved  it  to  be  around  5,000 
words.  It  ended  up  at  3,800  words. 

How  was  it  working  with  the  editors 
who  edited  your  story? 

I  think  writers  sort  of  fall  in  love  with  the 
nuances  of  their  stories,  but  the  editors 
come  into  the  stories  cold  and  they  want 
to  make  sure  that  A,  the  story  is  clear  and 
B,  that  the  story  is  compelling  to  read. 
The  editors'  job  is  to  come  in  and  trim 
down  the  names  and  nuances.  I  might 
want  to  write  2  paragraphs  about  the 
action  and  the  killings  and  the  editors 
might  just  want  to  say  "it  was  a  blood¬ 
bath." 

Did  your  view  of  Chinatown  change 
after  you  wrote  the  story? 

It  has  changed.  I  learned  a  tremendous 
amount  about  the  neighborhood,  about 
the  diversity  within  the  neighborhood.  I 
learned  about  the  sheer  number  of 
groups  that  are  active  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  It  was  interesting  to  find  out  about 
all  the  gangland  intrigue,  but  just  going 
south  of  Kneeland  Street  —  I  think  that's 
something  people  who  visit  Chinatown 
don't  do  —  there 's  all  kinds  of  drama. 
There's  so  many  stories  in  just  a  few 
blocks.  Chinatown  is  still  dealing  with 
problems.  It  has  crime,  just  as  any  other 
neighborhood.  It's  constantly  confronting 
something.  In  the  1980s,  it  was  organized 
crime  and  now  it  has  other  challenges.  So 
it's  like  different  chapters  of  the  struggle. 


RESIDENTS 

ASSOCIATION 

FROM  PAGE  4 

hood  are  owned  by  people  who  live 
elsewhere. 

But  the  association  does  realize  the 
value  of  working  with  businesses  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  better  Chinatown. 

One  of  the  association's  goals  is  to 
cooperate  with  the  community's  organi¬ 
zations  and  businesses  to  improve  the 


neighborhood. 

Claire  Croghan,  one  of  the  steering 
committee  members,  said  she  hopes  that 
in  the  future,  the  different  Chinatown 
organizations  would  come  together  for 
common  causes  and  fight  for  a  better 
Chinatown. 

"I  hope  other  organizations  under¬ 
stand  that  we  want  the  same  things," 
said  Croghan. 


Sampan  April  4,  2003  P.  8 


Film  Review 


"Take  Care  of  My  Cat"  Is  About 
Taking  Care  of  Friends 


By  Evangeline  Bermas 

South  Korea's  critically  acclaimed  "Take  Care  of 
My  Cat"  (Go  Yang  E  Rul  Boo  Tak  Hae,  2001)  is  a 
story  of  five  friends  from  high  school  who  grow  up 
and  grow  apart. 

We  meet  Hae-joo  -  beautiful  and  ambitious,  who 
dreams  of  a  successful  career  in  a  brokerage  firm. 
Then  there's  Tae-hee,  who  takes  dictation  from  an 
invalid  poet  and  dreams  of  a  life  independent  from 
her  parents.  Their  friend  Ji-young  takes  care  of  her 
grandparents  in  their  decrepit  home.  And  the 
twins  Bi-ryu  and  Ohn-jo  sell  inexpensive  jewelry  to 
children  in  the  streets  as  a  means  of  making  a  liv¬ 
ing. 

Five  young  women  who  shared  experiences  as 
girls  go  through  life  together  and  then  on  their 
own.  And  now  a  stray  cat  enters  their  lives,  being 
passed  around  from  one  girl  to  the  next  as  the  girls 
try  to  figure  out  what  to  do  with  their  lives. 

This  first  feature  film  of  newcomer  director  Jae- 
eun  Jeong  is  a  great  story  of  friendship.  Most  of  us 
know  what  it's  like  to  have  friends  when  we're 
younger  and  to  try  to  hold  on  to  what  we  had.  We 
make  plans  to  see  each  other,  but  it  gets  harder  as 
we  become  busy  with  our  own  lives  and  time  pass¬ 
es  us  by. 

And  this  is  what  we  see  going  on  with  the  char¬ 
acters  in  the  film.  They  call  each  other  on  the 


phone  and  send  each  other  text  messages  to  keep  in 
touch.  But  inevitably,  not  all  their  plans  work  out, 
and  they  get  caught  up  with  their  own  personal 
dilemmas  as  they  enter  the  real  world. 

The  three  main  characters  are  such  strong  indi¬ 
viduals;  they've  all  got  their  own  ways  in  dealing 
with  what  life  brings  them.  And  the  twins  provide 
a  nice  balance  to  the  seriousness  in  Hae-joo,  Tae- 
hee,  and  Ji-young's  storylines. 

The  most  delightful  of  all  is  Tae-hee. 
Wonderfully  portrayed  by  Don-na  Bae,  who  gar¬ 
nered  three  best  actress  awards  for  this  role,  Tae- 
hee  seems  to  be  overshadowed  by  the  other  charac¬ 
ters  a  lot,  but  she  plays  a  very  important  role  in 
their  friendship.  She's  usually  responsible  for  get¬ 
ting  everyone  together.  She  manages  to  be  low  key, 
yet  she's  just  as  strong,  if  not  stronger,  than  her 
friends. 

A  simple  tale  of  friendship  and  going  through 
life's  journey.  Take  Care  of  My  Cat  is  a  good  movie 
to  see  with  those  that  have  gone  through  that  jour¬ 
ney  with  us  and  also  those  who  will  be  taking  it 
with  us  in  the  road  ahead. 

The  film  will  play  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Safi 
April  5,  at  3:15  p.m.;  Fri.,  April  11,  at  5:45  p.m Thurs., 
April  17,  at  5:45  p.m. 


CAL 


ARTS 

The  exhibit  "Realized  in  Wood: 
Contemporary  Prints  from 
China"  will  be  on  display  at  the 
Art  Institute  of  Boston  at 
Lesley  University  from  now  to 
April  21. 

The  exhibit  features  the  work 

OF  FOUR  MASTER  WOODBLOCK 

artists  —  Dong  Jiansheng,  Li 
Yanpeng,  Teng  Yufeng  and 
Zhang  Minjie  --  who  are  from 
the  Hebei  province  in  China. 

Artist  Dong  Jiansheng  and 
art  historian  Huajing  Mask  will 

OFFER  A  FREE  LECTURE  AT  THE  ART 

Institute  of  Boston  on  April  9,  7 
TO  9  P.M.,  WITH  A  RECEPTION  6  TO  7 
P.M. 

Admission  to  the  exhibit  is 

FREE  AND  OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLIC.  CALL 

(617)  349-8579. 

The  exhibit  "Samurai  Spirit"  will 

BE  ON  DISPLAY  AT  THE  WORCESTER 

Art  Museum,  today  through 
June  22. 

The  exhibit  is  a  collection  of 
colorful  woodblock  prints. 


PAINTINGS,  SCREENS,  TEA  WARE  AND 
ARMOR  AND  ARMS. 

Lectures  for  the  event  are 
SLATED  FOR  APRIL  10  AT  6  P.M.; 
April  17  at  6:30  p.m.;  May  18  at  1 
p.m.  and  June  1,  3  p.m.  A  drum¬ 
ming  AND  MARTIAL  ARTS  PERFOR¬ 
MANCE  titled  Samurai  Taiko  is 
SLATED  FOR  MAY  4. 

For  LECTURE  TITLES  AND  TOPICS, 
OR  FOR  OTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT 
THE  EXHIBIT,  CALL  (508)  799-4406, 
Ext.  3007.  Admission  to  the 
Museum  is  $6-8. 

PERFORMANCES 

The  Shanghai  Quartet  will  per¬ 
form  at  Jordan  Hall,  Boston, 
tomorrow,  April  5  at  8  p.m.  The 
performance  will  include 
Beethoven's  String  Quartet  in 
B-Flat  Major;  selections  from 
"Chinasong"  and  Shubert's 
"Death  to  the  Maiden."  Tickets: 
$15-$25. 

Call  (617)  536-2412. 

FILMS 

The  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  will 


University 


E  N  D  A  R 


present  "New  Korean  Cinema,"  a 
series  of  Korean  films  in  April. 
Here's  the  films  and  when  they 
play: 

"The  Isle":  Fri.,  April  4,  at  6  p.m.; 
Sat.,  April  5,  at  5:30  p.m. 

"Chi-hwa-seon"  (Painted  Fire): 
Fri.,  April  4,  at  7:45  p.m. 

"Take  Care  of  My  Cat"  (see  pic¬ 
ture  at  top):  Sat.,  April  5,  at  3:15 
p.m.;  Fri.,  April  11,  at  5:45  p.m.; 
Thurs.,  April  17,  at  5:45  p.m. 
Tickets  are  $8  for  MFA  members, 
seniors,  and  students;  $9  for 
general  admission.  Call  the  Box 
Office  at  617  369  3306  for  reser¬ 
vations. 

MEETINGS 

Chinatown  Safety  Meeting  is 
the  first  Wednesday  of  the 
Month,  10:30a.m.  at  Doubletree 
Hotel,  821  Washington  St. 

Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council  Meeting  is  the  third 
Monday  of  the  Month,  6  p.m.  at 
125  Harrison  Ave. 

CLASSES 

The  Asian  American  Civic 
Association  will  begin  recruit¬ 
ing  students  for  its  May  Cycle 
of  Adult  Basic  Education  class. 
Testing  is  April  22-25  and  April 
28,  at  9  a.m.  Call  (617)  426-9492, 
Ext.  212. 


"Soga  Gorou  Tokimune,"  by  Tsukioka  Yoshitoshi,  on  display  at 
Worcester  Art  Museum 


Attention  Chinatown  Nonprofits 


Sampan  plans  to  write  a  story  about  how 
the  tightening  budget  is  impacting 
Chinatown  nonprofits. 

Please  fill  out  the  following,  if  you  would 
like  to  be  included  in  the  story: 

1. )  Nonprofit  name: 

2. )Number  of  employees: 


3. )Number  of  people  served  this  yean 

4. )  What  your  mission  is: 

4. )How  the  current  budget  affected  your 
organization: 

5. )What  your  fears  are  for  the  next  budget: 

Email  to  englisheditor@aaca-boston.org  or 
call  (61 7)  426-9492,  Ext.207. 
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BOSTON  CITY  COUNCIL-CENTRAL  STAFF 

PROGRAM  MANAGER 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Staff  Director,  the  Program 
Manager  will  be  responsible  ensuring  and  maximizing  citi¬ 
zen  input  into  the  Council’s  legislative  process.  Other 
responsibilities  include: 


-Videotaping  and  broadcasting  (live/ recorded)  Council  sessions  and  committee 
hearings  held  in  Gty  Hall  and  neighborhoods;  and 

-Preparing  video  graphics  for  use  during  taping  of  Council  sessions  and  hearings; 
and 

-Maintaining  records  of  all  recorded  hearings  and  processing  tapes  for  placement 
in  the  Gty  Archives;  and 

-Compiling  Council  hearing  and  meeting  statistics;  and 
-Processing  requests  for  copies  of  tapes;  and 

-Maintaining  and  distributing  Gty  Council  audio/ video  equipment;  and 
-Providing  technical  assistance  to  media  outlets  with  Gty  Council  facilities;  and 
-Acting  as  Gty  Council  liaison  with  Cable  Office,  BNN,  and  cable  television 
providers;  and 

-Performing  other  duties  as  assigned  by  the  Council  or  Staff  Director. 

Qualifications: 

-Excellent  written  and  oral  communication  skills 

-Experience  with  Microsoft  Office  (Word,  Excel,  Access,  Oudook) 

-Available  vehicle  for  transportation  of  equipment  to  off  site 
meetings/ hearings 

-Ability  to  work  flexible  schedule,  including  evenings  required 

-Hands  on  experience  in  technical  aspects  of  television  production:  including 

videography,  graphics,  and  audio  preferred 

-Boston  Residency  required  upon  hire 

Salary  Range:  $40,000  -  $55,000 

Forward  resume,  writing  sample,  and  cover  letter  by 
Thursday.  May  1.  2003  to: 

Ann  M.  Hess,  Staff  Director 
Boston  Gty  Council 
Boston  Gty  Hall,  5th  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02201 
(617)  635-3625 

ann.hess@cityofboston.gov 


£  IX4X 1  £  £  lai  X  A'ftirififilu]  ft  ii  ©(Central  Artery  Advisory  Committee) 
X II  If  i£W( Boston  Pv.edevelopment  Authority) 
££±kP.£M5sj(Boston  Transportation  Department) 
fiWI'l  £  S  it  S&  if  ft /^(Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority) 

-4sa&5*&3fe#Jin 

ME/&MW  23D  MMESt'Jitsfc#- 
tm#M£E^£ra0  2oo3(M$-)T£Alf#fiJAf$£+# 

&&£  St.  James  AM  («KME&  125  «) 

Mi*  si  Ei&it  a  ft  ix  fifi 

WAE^MA  Stephanie  Fan  HIS  617.357.7079 
sPc,  $$£§  Leather  El  AS!  ii  M  A  David  Seeley,  seelev@daveseelev.com 


The  Chinatown/Leather  District  Central  Artery  Advisory  Committee, 
the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority, 
and  the  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority  jointly  invite  you  to  the 

First  Workshop  with  the  Designers  for  Parcel  23D 
(Chinatown/Leather  District)  Park** 

Monday,  April  14,  2003 
6:00PM  -  8:30PM 

St.  James  the  Greater  Church 
125  Harrison  Ave.,  Boston 

**Meet  the  designers;  get  to  know  the  site;  express  your  hopes, 
concerns,  and  ideas  about  what  the  site  can  become. 

Cantonese  translation  will  be  provided. 

For  more  information, 

contact  Stephanie  Fan,  Chinatown  Co-chair,  at  617.357.7079 
or  David  Seeley,  Leather  District  Co-chair,  at  seelev@daveseelev.com 
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J.S.  WATERMAN  &  SONS 


-  Eastman  -  Waring  (Since  1832) 
Esft&A.  E#Hg£,  &ftAfEtftMf£6(mft<, 

1-800-344-7526 


1  mmm 

rm^  &s* 

I  (•A*»») 

Kenneth  F.  Bennett 

■  ~'gX.  '  j 

f  Tak  Chiu  Joseph  Yeung  - 

Senior  Funeral  Director 

: •-  '■  Jri 4 

ii  Funeral  Director 

3e:vL  amx 

MX^I  ^ftAfeE 

((i  1 7).W(i-4 110  1  -HOO-.Htr7.V2(i  ((i  1 7)472- 1 1 37 

49.1)  Commonwealth  Avc.  Wellesley  -  Sudlniry  -  Framint'liam  57 (i  Hancock  Si. 

( K liN M O It F.  i'A)  Norwood  -  Marblehead  -  Lynn  -  Dartmouth  (Citgo  rAiftStHS) 

J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons.  Fall  Kivcr  -  Fairhaven  -  New  Bedford  Deware  Funeral  Home 

A  Service  Family  Affiliate  of  AFFS  and  Service  Corporation  International. 

492  Rock  St.,  Fall  River,  MA  02720  IX  (508)676-2454 


IMMIGRATION  LAW 


ROBERT  J.  GAYNOR 
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ATTORNEY 


100  State  St.,  10,h  fl. 
Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  723-6200 
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❖  Permanent  Resident  Status/Green  card 

■«■ 

❖  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 

<-  Temporary  Work  Visas/HIB 

❖ 

xfmni 

❖  Labor  Certifications 

♦ 

»XJR 

♦  National  Interest  Waivers 

❖ 

❖  Outstanding  Researchers 

■» 

SSW5SAT 

❖  Investors 

« 

18:Si»K 

•>  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 

♦ 

AB 

35  Years  Experience 


ifc  £  tS  ^ ’J  -#■  http://www.aaca-boston.org  http://www.sampan.org 
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KITTREDGE  CROSSING 

200  CHICKERING  ROAD,  NORTH  ANDOVER,  MA 

i2f@i  MifliJ 
$  135,200 

888-898  2pft  (XR) 

20f@2M2JfI 
$  147,700 

1120-1200  ftX  05R) 

■tfSAft^EEg^ERJjnA: 

1  A-$39,550  3  A-$50,850 

2  A-$45,200  4  A-S56,500 

«cAI®«gJUgtMAftmffiai 

ftftfeEt  *?©$!! 

Eft$nri2f§ti^sfcmms 
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Idiom  Express 
to  beat  around  the  bush=  to  avoid  answering  the  question 


My  daughter  often  beats  around  the  bush  and  puts  down 
her  head  when  I  ask  her  about  her  mistake. 

aawa*ftii»«!waisww«,  itsm&Tm 

X  [ft^Ac  0  (  student-  Joanne) 

Angel  got  anger  because  her  husband  beat  around  the 
bush  when  she  asked  him  why  he  didn’t  come  back 
home  all  night. 

0#,  afei^STItKMsHS  • 


Did  you  know  that  a  woman  is  diagnosed  with\ireast  cancer  every  tl 
Would  you  like  to  help  change  the  statistic  and  make  a  dillerence:’ 


three  minutes  in  the  United  States? 

1  lore's  your  chance.  I  ti.  my  name 

is  Emily  Van.  On  May  3-4,  2003  I’ll  (V-  walking  rt  distance  of  39.3  miles  in  Boston  with  thousands  of 
other  people  in  the  Avon  Walk  for  Bro^st  Cancer.  I  plan  to  raise  $2,000  and  I  need  your  help.  Please 
support  my  fundraising  campaign  by  making  a  tax-df-duclible  donation  on  line  at 
httt)://www.avonwalk.orB/site/TR?pg-persr>n^fcfr  idAOOO&px- 101 2934  Or  if  you  prefer  to  write  a 
check,  please  contact  me  at  eniihvan2000@yft?fo»ta  and  I’ll  send  you  the  details.  The  money  raised 
goes  to  the  Avon  Foundation  Breast  Cancer  Crusndej  a  501  (c)  (3)  public  charily  whose  mission  is  provide 
funding  to  medical  research,  clinical  care,  support  scmTRts.cducalioiial  and  advocacy  seminars,  and 


community-based,  non-proiit  early  detection  breast  health  programs. 
Won’t  you  please  join  me?  I  greatly  appreciate  your  support! 


Together  we  can  make  a  dillerence. 
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AFFORDABLE  HOUSING 

Nazing  Court  Apartments 

151  Units  1-8  Nazing  Court 
224-236  Seaver  Street 
Dorchester,  MA  02121 

Rents  Based  on  30-35%  of  Income 
Minimum  Incomes  Required  for  Non-Subsidized  Applicants 

Studio  units  $822 
1  Bedroom  units  $878 

2  Bedroom  units  $1,055 

3  Bedroom  units  $1,218 

Maximum  Income  Limits  by  Household  Size 


HH  Size 

50% 

60% 

1 

28, 300 

33, 960 

2 

32, 300 

38,760 

3 

36, 350 

43, 620 

4 

40, 400 

48, 480 

5 

43, 650 

52,380 

6 

46, 850 

56,220 

Household  Restrictions  Apply 

Applications  must  be  picked  up  in  person  from  Winn 

Management 

April  4-  April  14,  2003  between  the  hours  of  9:00  a.m. 

and  4:00  p.m 
Nazing  Court  Apartments 
232  Seaver  Street,  Dorchester,  MA 

Evening  hours  April  8th  &  10th  6  p.m.  -  8  p.m. 

Open  Saturday  April  12,  2003  10  a.m.  -  1  p.m. 

Deadline  for  completed  applications  to  be  in  lottery: 
4:00  p.m.  Monday,  April  14,  2003 
Selection  by1 lottery. 

Households  needing  accessible  units  have  preference  for  8 

units. 

Voucher  Holders  welcome-Rents  at  Payment  Standard 

For  more  information  call  Winn  Management 
617-427-4278 


Equal  Housing  Opportunity 

V-  U  M-In»l 

I- 


IMMIGRATION  LAW 


T&B  •  iffuSI 
W/Sfi  •  iirlutl 


Attorney  Nancy  1.  Harrington 
Attorney  Daniel  P.  Harrington 


>  ffitt±a^Ka#SE»  >  SJS  : 

*  Temporary  Work  Visas  (H-1B,  0-1,  L-l.R-1) 


*  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 

*  Labor  Certification  Applications 

*  National  Interest  Waiver  Petitions 

*  Outstanding  Researcher  Petitions 

*  Intra-Company  Transeferee  Petitions 

*  Religious  Worker  Petitions 

*  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 

*  Deportation  Proceedings 


*  X#.&3E(H-1B,0-1,  L-l.R-1) 

*  R, 

*  R, 
*&RA# 


171  Milk  Street,  Suite  24 
Boston,  MA  02109 

(617)  482-3800 

E-mail:  Harrington-Law@Juno.Com 
WEB  SITE:  WWW.BOSTONlMMlGRATION.COM 
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Sorry,  you  have  to  be  62  to  start  enjoying  the 
South  Shore’s  most  enviable  lifestyle  . .  . 
at  Linden  Ponds  opening  Fall  2004 


Call  1-800-832-5319  now  to  receive  your  FREE  Information  Kit  and 
learn  all  about  the  newest  Erickson  campus  coming  to  Hingham. 

More  than  10,000  of  your  neighbors  have  requested  information  about  Linden 

Ponds,  so  we  made  sure  our  Information  Kit  provides  the  answers  to  the  most 

popular  questions  we  hear,  like: 

•  Is  it  true  that  I  can  live  at  Linden  Ponds  for  about  the 
same  or  even  less  than  what  I’m  spending  to  live  now? 

•  How  is  my  house’s  equity  preserved  at  Linden  Ponds? 

•  What  amenities  will  I  enjoy  in  the  multi-million  dollar 
Clubhouse? 

•  How  does  Linden  Ponds’  unique  design  protect  my 
busy  schedule  from  being  “held  hostage”  by  bad 
weather? 

•  Why  is  Now  the  best  time  to  join  the  Priority  List, 
which  will  save  my  place  in  line  for  a  new  apartment  home? 


Linden  Ponds 

Residents  must  be  62  years  of  age  or  better  to  enjoy  the 
unbelievable,  worry-free  Erickson  lifestyle. 


Hingham,  Massachusetts  www.LindenPonds.com 

Call  For  Your  Free  Information  Kit 


1-800-832-5319  lErickso! 
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We've  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 

••E> 

#  •*  -•Sn 

A  **\ 

Ka 

There  are  apartments  -  and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
managed  apartments  -  well  managed,  stylish,  modem 

and  constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick. . . . 

ACADEMY  BUILDING 

KENT  VILLAGE 

SAUGUS  COOMONS 

APARTMENTS 

(781)545-2233 

(781)233-8477 

(508)674-1111 

65  North  River  Road, 

63  Newhall  Avenue 

102  South  Main  Street. 

Scituate 

Saugus 

Fall  River 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL 

SHRV/SBURY 

ANDOVER 

APARTMENTS 

COMMONS 

COMMONS 

(781)  749-8677 

(508) 845-1 161 

(978)470-2611 

86  Central  Street, 

Route  9.  Shrewsbury 

30  Railroad  Street, 

Hingham 

STONE  RUN  EAST 

Andover 

MCNAMARA  HOUSE 

(781)  331-2525 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 

(617)  783-5490 

8  Old  Stone  Way, 

(978)  927-2055 

210  Everett  Street, 

Weymouth 

Tozer  Rd,  Beverly 

Allston 

STRATTON  HILL 

BROCKTON 

PELHAM 

PARK 

COMMONS 

APARTMENTS 

(508) 852-0060 

(508)  584-2373 

(508) 872-6393 

161  W.  Mountain  Street 

55  City  Hall  Plaza. 

75  Second  Street, 

Worcester 

Brockton 

Framingham 

TRIBUNE 

FAXON  COMMONS 

QUINCY  COMMONS 

APARTMENTS 

(617)472-6766 

(617)328-6727 

(508)875-8661 

1001  Southern  Artery. 

1  Canton  Road,  Quincy 

46  Irving  Street 

Quincy 

RIVERVIEW 

Framingham 

HANOVER  LEGION 

COMMONS 

WEYMOUTH 

ELDERLY 

(978) 685-0552 

COMMONS/EAST 

APARTMENTS 

Bulfinch  Drive,  Andover 

(781)  335-4773 

(781)  871-3049 

74  Donald  Street,  #21, 

Legion  Drive,  Hanover 

ADAMS  VILLAGE 

Weymouth 

(617)328-6727 

725-735  Adams  Street 
Dorchester 

vC  CORCORAN 

X 

#  nou  NOviwt 

V^A.  orronTUNrrr 
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I  -866-500-28 1 7 

If  _h^l  www.comcast-ne.com 


Call  Comcast  for  complete  details  about  services  and  prices.  *Free  installation  offer  valid  for  new  customers  only  and  does  not  apply  to  non-residential  or  non-standard  installa¬ 
tions.  including  installations  over  1 50  ft  from  outside  cable  system.  50%  off  for  3  months  offer  docs  not  include  Federal.  State  and  Local  taxes,  franchise  fees,  other  related  fees 
or  equipment  charges.  After  3  months,  the  then  regular  monthly  rate  for  Comcast  Digital  cable  service  will  apply  and  appear  on  your  statement.  Certain  services  are  available  in 
all  areas. You  must  purchase  or  rent  a  converter  and  remote  control  for  a  separate  charge  to  receive  certain  services.  Installation,  additional  outlet,  change  of  service,  program¬ 
ming  access  and  other  charges  may  apply.  Franchise  fees,  taxes  and  other  fees  may  apply,  with  the  actual  amount  depending  in  locations  and  services  ordered.  Pricing,  program¬ 
ming,  channel  location  and  packaging  may  change.  Offer  applies  to  one  TV.  Certain  restrictions  apply.  Offer  expires  4/30/03  ©  2003  Comcast  All  Rights  Reserved. 
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